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Wah-man

Maria Minguella

Durata (8'00")

2018

For Symphonic Orchestra

Score in Concert Pitch.

Instrumentation:

Woodwinds:

2 Flutes

1 Piccolo

3 Oboes

2 Clarinets

1 Bass Clarinet 

2 Bassoons

1 Contrabasoon

Brass:

4 Horns

3 Trumpets

1 Tuba

Keyboards:

1 Harp

Strings:

14 Violins I

12 Violins II

10 Violas

8 Cellos

7 Double Basses

Percussion:

Timpani

1 Tam Tam (largest, 100 cm)

1 Bass Drum (largest, 28)

1 Vibraphone

Programme Notes:

The core of this piece is based on the Wah-Wah sound. With this piece I explored and researched

the possibilities of this sound through the orchestra. Working with the physics of the instruments

and sound, this piece is an amalgamation of my learnings in Music and Sound Composition,

Sound Therapy, Deep Listening Practice. I feel hugely inspired and proud of the historical battles

women have faught to achieve equality (rights to vote, to work, to maternity, to education) and

the present battles women are still fighting to achieve equality changes at a political, economic

and social level. We, women composers in Ireland and abroad, are also working to bring about

changes to achieve equal representation within the music and composition world/system. As a

woman and composer, also, I raise for equality, in music, composition and in life. 
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Instructions:

Wind Instruments:

To mute with a hankerchief. 

Brass Instruments:

Plunge to be used to produce the wah-wah open sound.

 

Violins, Cellos, Violas and Double Basses:

Use practice mute when it specifies con.sord. 

Double Bassses scordatura: Tunning string E to a C (two tones) and string A to a G (one tone lower).

Percussion:

Bass Drum and Timpani to be beaten with a big soft gong mallet.

Tam- Tam to be beaten by a big gong soft mallet in the middle of the insturment, so you get the deepest

and lowest sound. 

Wah-Wah:

The bassons are specified in score to do hand wah-wah effect on the bell.

The Tuba is also specified in score to use a cushion to do a wah-wah effect on the bell. 
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