Anthropo Scenic

for Choral Sketches 2019
Sinéad Finegan

A note on the text and title:

The title refers to the current geological epoch, the anthropocene, in which
humans have shaped our environment in a number of indelible ways, such
as the present mass extinction event. The text I have chosen is in latin, and
consists of a list of the scientific names of currently endangered species.

Note regarding the sketches:

Section A is a sketch of the opening, giving an idea of the shape it might
follow, and sections B-E inclusive are variations on these opening ideas.
Section F is a sketch of the mid-section of the piece, and explores new
material. Sections G and H both explore ideas for the final section of the
work, with music from the mid -section used in the soprano and alto lines,
while the material in the tenor and bass lines is based on melodies from the
opening section. Section G has the singers entering one at a time, whereas
section H substitutes rests for some of the text, to musically represent the
absence of certain species. Preferred running order: F-H, followed by A-E.

Text & Translations:

Panthera tigris tigris Bengal Tiger
Panthera tigris altaica Amur Tiger
Panthera tigris Sumatrae Sumatran Tiger
Elephas maximus Indicus Indian Elephant
Chelonia mydas Green Turtle
Ailurus fulgens Red Panda
Panthera pardus Orientalis Amur Leopard
Diceros bicornis Black Rhino
Spheniscus mendiculus Galapagos Penguin
Pongo Abelii Sumatran Orangutan
Phocoena sinus Vaquita Porpoise
Gorilla beringei beringei Eastern Mountain Gorilla
Lycaon pictus African Wild Dog
Thuamatibis gigantea Giant Ibis

Equua Ferus Pzrewalskii

Przewalskii's Horse
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