
Frank Corcoran was born 
in Tipperary and studied in 
Dublin, Maynooth, Rome 
and Berlin (with Boris 
Blacher). He was the �rst 
Irish composer to have his 
Symphony No. 1 (1980) 
premiered in Vienna.

He was a music inspector 
for the Department of 
Education in Ireland 
from 1971 to 1979. He 
was awarded a composer 

fellowship by the Berlin Künstlerprogramm in 1980, 
a guest professorship in West Berlin in 1981, and was 
professor of music in Stuttgart in 1982. Since 1983 
he has been professor of composition and theory in 
the Staatliche Hochschule für Musik und darstellende 
Kunst, Hamburg. During 1989-90 he was visiting 
professor and Fulbright Scholar at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and he has been a guest 
lecturer at Princeton University, CalArts, Harvard 
University, Boston College, New York University and 
Indiana University.

Awards include Studio Akustische Kunst First 
Prize 1996 for his Joycepeak Music (1995), Premier 
Prix at the 1999 Bourges International Electro-
acoustic Music Competition for his composition 
Sweeney’s Vision (1997) and, more recently, the 2002 
Swedish EMS Prize for Quasi Una Missa (1999). CDs 
of his music have been released on the Black Box, 
Marco Polo, Col-Legno, Wergo, Wergo, Composers� 
Art, IMEB-Unesco, Zeitklang and Caprice labels. 
Frank Corcoran is a founding member of AosdÆna, 
Ireland�s state-sponsored academy of creative artists.

ORCHESTRAL
Four Orchestral Prayers (2009)

2222  2230 timp 3 perc cel hp str
MS     16�
Premiere: 19 January 2010. National Concert Hall, Dublin. 
Chloe Hinton (Mez-solo), RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra.

Quasi una Fuga (2005)
str [5.5.4.3.1]
MS     11�
Premiere: 13 July 2007. MBNA Shannon International Music 
Festival, St. Mary�s Cathedral, Limerick. Irish Chamber 
Orchestra, director Anthony Marwood.

Quasi una Visione (2004)
2121 2221 3 perc hrp pf str
MS     15�
Commissioned by RTÉ.
Premiere: 18 February 2005. RTÉ Living Music Festival, Mahony 
Hall, the Helix, Dublin. Ensemble Modern, conductor Sian 
Edwards.
Recording: 	 Quasi una Musica. Ensemble Moderne, conductor 
Sian Edwards. Composers� Art Label . CAL-13021.

Quasi un Concerto (2003)
1111  1000 perc pf str
MS     15�
Commissioned by the Cantus Ensemble, Zagreb.
Premiere: 9 August 2003. City Hall, Island of Vis, Croatia. 
Cantus Ensemble of Zagreb, conductor Berislav �Sipus.
Recording: 	 Quasi una Musica. Cantus Ensemble of Zagreb, 
conductor Berislav �Sipus. Composers� Art Label . CAL-13021.

Quasi un Lamento (2003)
0020 1001 ssax, asax, tsax, perc, acc, pf, str
MS     10�
Premiere: 8 March 2005. National Concert Hall, Dublin. RTÉ 
National Symphony Orchestra, conductor David Brophy.

Quasi un Canto (2002)
3333 4231 timp 3 perc mar+glock pf+cel hrp str
MS     16�
Premiere: 8 March 2005. National Concert Hall, Dublin. RTÉ 
National Symphony Orchestra, conductor David Brophy.

Mikrokosmoi (1994).
str [4.4.3.2.1]
MS     12�
Commissioned by the Irish Chamber Orchestra with funds 
provided by the Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon.
Premiere: 22 June 1995.  Cork. Irish Chamber Orchestra, 
director Fionnuala Hunt. Recording: Strings A-stray. Irish 
Chamber Orchestra. Black Box 1998. BBM1013.

Symphony No. 3 (1994)
3333  4331 timp 3 perc hp str
MS     17�
Premiere: 30 January 2001. National Concert Hall, Dublin. 
National Symphony Orchestra of Ireland, conductor Richard 
Pittman. Recording: Frank Corcoran Symphonies. National 
Symphony Orchestra of Ireland, conductor Colman Pearce. 
Marco Polo 1999. 8.225107.

Concerto for String Orchestra (1982)
str [4.4.3.2.1]
MS     16�
Commissioned by the Dublin Festival of Twentieth Century 
Music. Premiere: 9 January 1984. National Concert Hall, Dublin. 
New Irish Chamber Orchestra, conductor David Robertson. 
Recording: Frank Corcoran. New Irish Chamber Orchestra, 
conductor David Robertson. Composers� Art Label . CAL-13017.

Symphony No. 1 (1980)
Symphonies of Symphonies of Wind Instruments
2222 4321 timp perc hp str
MS     20�
Premiere: 10 November 1981. Vienna. Österreichischer 
Rundfunk Orchestra, conductor Lothar Zagrosek.
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Frank Corcoran

{ I came late to art music; childhood soundscapes live 
on. The best work with imagination/intellect must be 
exorcistic-laudatory- excavatory. I am a passionate 
believer in "Irish" dream-landscape, two languages, 
polyphony of history, not ideology or programme. 
No Irish composer has yet dealt adequately with our 
past. The way forward – newest forms and technique 
(for me especially macro-counterpoint) – is the way 

back to deepest human experience.|



ENSEMBLE
String Quartet No. 3 (1997 - 2007)

2 vn va vc
MS     15�
Premiere: 13 January 2008. Hugh Lane Gallery of Modern Art, 
Dublin. Callino String Quartet.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive. 
 

Sweeney’s Smithereens (2000)
�, picc, cl +bcl, perc, pf, vn, db
MS     10�
Commissioned by The Crash Ensemble with funds provided by 
the Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon.
Premiere: 12 October 2000. Expo 2000, Hannover, Germany. 
The Crash Ensemble. Recording: Frank Corcoran. Munich 
Ensemble for New Music, conductor Dieter Cichewiecz. 
Composers� Art Label . CAL-13017. 

Wind Quintet No. 3 (1999)
MS     16�
Commissioned by the Stuttgart Wind Quintet with funds 
provided by the Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon.
Premiere: 25 November 2000. Sligo Contemporary Music 
Festival, Model Arts and Niland Centre, Sligo. Daedalus Wind 
Quintet. Recording:  Mad Sweeney’s Shadow. Daedalus Wind 
Quintet. Col Legno 2003. WWE 1CD 20214. 

Trauerfelder (1995)
4 perc
MS     13�
Commissioned by the Minister of Culture, City of Hamburg, 
Germany. Premiere: 26 February 1995. Kunsthalle, Hamburg. 
Percussion Modern. Recording: Frank Corcoran. Munich 
Percussion Ensemble, conductor Dieter Cichewiecz. Composers� 
Art Label. CAL-13017.

Four Concertini of Ice (1993)
� ob cl hn vn vc db perc
MS     12�
Premiere: 1 February 1995. Tonhalle, Düsseldorf, Germany. 
Düsseldorfer Sinfoniker, conductor Mark-Andreas 
Schlingensiepen.Recording: CMC Sound Archive.  

Music from the Book of Kells (1990)
All that we saw was his shadow under his shield
5 perc pf
MS     13�
Commissioned by the Book of Kells Committee of the 
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee.  Premiere: 27 May 
1990. University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, USA. New Music 
Ensemble, Frank Corcoran (pf), conductor Pavel Burda.
Recording: Mad Sweeney. Percussion Modern, Frank Corcoran 
(pf), conductor Dieter Cichewiecz. Black Box 1999. BBM1026.

Shadows of Gilgamesh (1988)
� ob cl hn tpt trbn perc pf vn va vc db
MS     18�
Commissioned by Carroll�s Summer Music with funds provided 
by the Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon. Premiere: June 
1988. St Stephen�s Church, Mount Street Crescent, Dublin. 
Ulysses Ensemble, conductor Colman Pearce. Recording: CMC 
Sound Archive.  

Piano Trio (1978)
MS     10�
Commissioned by the Dublin Festival of Twentieth Century 
Music.
Premiere: 12 January 1978. Dublin Festival of Twentieth 
Century Music. Hesketh Trio.
Recording:  Mad Sweeney’s Shadow. Hesketh Trio. Col Legno 
2003. WWE 1CD 20214.

Wind Quintet No. 2 (1978)
MS     16�
Premiere: 10 October 1978. National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin. 
Les Amis de la Musique .
Recording: Mad Sweeney. Stuttgart Wind Quintet, director Willy 
Freivogel. Black Box 1999. BBM1026.

SOLO INSTRUMENTAL
Quasi un Basso (2005)

db
MS     7�
Commissioned by Allan von Schenkel. Premiere: 28 February 
2006. NowUKnow Gallery, Washington D.C., USA.		
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Quasi Variations on ‘A Mháirín de Bharra’ (2004)
va
MS     5�
Commissioned by RTÉ Lyric FM
Premiere: 3 March 2005. Aula Maxima, University College 
Cork. Constantin Zanidache (va).
Recording: 	 Quasi una Musica. Constantin Zanidache (va). 
Composers� Art Label . CAL-13021.

Sweeney’s Total Rondo (2002)
pf
Contemporary Music Centre Editions / CMC 1021
Commissioned by AXA Dublin International Piano Competition 
2003.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

VOCAL AND CHORAL
Songs of Terror and Love (2010)

B-solo, �+picc+a�, cl+bcl, pf, vn+va, vc
Text: Frank Corcoran, Jacopone Da Todi
MS     12�
Premiere: 14 March 2011. Christ and St. Stephen�s Church,  
Manhattan, NY, USA. David Salsbery Fry (voice), North South 
Consonance Orchestra, conductor Max Lifchitz.

Quasi un Pizzicato (2004)
 �, hrp, pf, perc, speaker
Text: Katharina Spitzer, Frank Corcoran
MS     10�
Commissioned by Wireworks Ensemble, Hamburg.
Premiere: 29 November 2004. Hamburg. Wireworks Ensemble.
Recording: 	 Quasi una Musica. WireWorks Ensemble, 
conductor RenØ Gulikers. Composers� Art Label. CAL-13021.

Nine Aspects of a Poem (1989 rev. 2003)
satb, vn
Text: Gabriel Rosenstock
MS     15�
Premiere: 12 August 2004. National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin. 
National Chamber Choir, Catherine Leonard (vn), conductor 
Celso Antunes. Recording: Quasi una Musica. 	Catherine 
Leonard (vn), National Chamber Choir, conductor Celso 
Antunes. Composers� Art Label. CAL-13021.

Buile Suibhne (1996)
Mad Sweeney
�+picc+a�, ob, cl+bcl, hn perc vn va vc db speaker
Text: SØamus Heaney
MS     16�
Commissioned by Slí Nua with funds provided by the Arts 
Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon.
Premiere: 22 January 1998. Hamburg, Germany. NDR Ensemble, 
Frank Corcoran (speaker), conductor Dieter Cichewiecz.
Recording: Mad Sweeney. Das Neue Werk NDR Ensemble, 
conductor Dieter Cichewiecz, Frank Corcoran (speaker). Black 
Box 1999. BBM1026.

Gilgamesh (1990)
An Opera in Two Acts
7 soli, satb, 3323 4331 timp perc hp pf str
MS     25�
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.  

Cúig Amhráin de Chuid Gabriel Rosenstock (1980)
S-solo, vn, vc, pf
Text: Gabriel Rosenstock
MS     11�
Premiere: 13 May 1980. Sender Freies Berlin. Concorde: Anne 
Woodworth (Mez-solo), Alan Smale (vn), Brigid Mooney-
McCarthy (vc), Jane O�Leary (pf).
Recording:  Mad Sweeney’s Shadow. Sabine Sommerfeld (S-solo), 
Hamburg Trio. Col Legno 2003. WWE 1CD 20214.

Nine Medieval Irish Epigrams (1973)
satb
MS     11�
Premiere: First broadcast: 18 January 1973. RTE. RTE Singers, 
conductor Hans Waldemar Rosen.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.  

ELECTRO-ACOUSTIC AND MIXED MEDIA
Tradurre Tradire (2004)

tape     24�
Commissioned by DeutschlandRadio, Berlin.
Premiere: 2 July 2004.  DeutschlandRadio, Berlin.
Recording: Frank Corcoran. Composers� Art Label . CAL-13017.

Quasi una Missa (1999)
tape     20�
Commissioned by WDR, Cologne.
Premiere: 2 August 1999. WDR, Cologne. 
Recording:  Mad Sweeney’s Shadow. Col Legno 2003. WWE 1CD 
20214. 

Sweeney’s Vision (1997)
tape     25�
Commissioned by WDR Cologne.
Premiere: 10 June 1997. WDR, Cologne, Germany. 
Recording: Mad Sweeney. Black Box 1999. BBM1026.

Balthazar’s Dream (1980)
tape     13�
Premiere: 1980. Seoul Festival, Korea. 
Recording:  Mad Sweeney’s Shadow. Col Legno 2003. WWE 1CD 
20214.
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