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Rhona Clarke

(b. 1958)

{AII I know for certain, is that composing
music has made me a better Iistener.l

Rhona Clarke was born
in Dublin. She studied
music at University
College, Dublin, pursued
composition studies with
John Buckley and James
Wilson, and completed
a Ph.D at Queen’s
University, Belfast under
the supervision of Michael
Alcorn.

Her output includes

choral, chamber, orchestral

and electronic works. She
has received commissions from RTE, the Cork
International Choral Festival, Music Network and
the National Concert Hall, among others. Her work
has been performed and broadcast throughout
Ireland and at several European music festivals,
including Donne in Musica, Italy, Begegnungen,
Austria, and Neue Musik Winterthur, Switzerland.
Recent works include Pas De Quatre for string
quartet, commissioned by The Contemporary Music
Centre as part of their New Notes project and
performed by the ConTempo Quartet with a visual
projection by artist Marie Hanlon and Veni Creator,
which was performed in July 2010 by Sydney
Philharmonia Symphony Chorus as part of their
London tour. Relic (2011) is a second collaboration
with Hanlon; this is a non—narrative film with
music, based on the landscape of the Burren area in
the west of Ireland.

Rhona Clarke is a lecturer in music at St.
Patrick’s College, Drumcondra. In 2005 she was
elected to Aosdana, Ireland’s state-sponsored
academy of creative artists.
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Selected Works

ORCHESTRAL

Where the clouds go (2005)
3333 4331 3 perc hrp str [14.12.10.8.6]
MS @
Premiere: 19 April 2005. National Concert Hall, Dublin. RTE
National Symphony Orchestra, conductor Robert Houlihan.

Everything Passes (1997)
1111 2110 timp perc hp str
MS 7 .
Premiere: 5 August 1997. National Concert Hall, Dublin. RTE
Concert Orchestra, conductor Derek Gleeson.

A Great Rooted Tree (1990 - 1991)
2222 4221 2 perc pf str
MS 12
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

ENSEMBLE
Pas de Quatre (2009)

2 vnvavc

MS 12

Commissioned by The Contemporary Music Centre and Galway
Ensemble in Residence with funds from The Arts Council/An
Chomhairle Ealaion as part of The New Notes Project.
Premiere: 19 March 2009, Solstice Arts Centre, Navan.
ConTempo Quartet.

Recording: CMC Sound Archive

Hidden (2003)
cl+bcl, gui, 2 perc
MS 7

Premiere: 28 October 2003. Bibliotop- Kultur im Dachboden,
Austria. C2.

Piano Trio No. 2 (2001)
MS 7

Premiere: 11 March 2001. Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of
Modern Art, Dublin. Gillian Williams (vn), Arun Rao (vc),
Anthony Byrne (pf).

Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Undercurrent (2001)

Piano Quartet No. 1

MS &
Commissioned by the National Concert Hall.
Premiere: 9 April 2001. ‘Composers’ Choice’, John Field Room,
National Concert Hall, Dublin. Finghin Collins (pf), Hibernia
String Trio.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Jagged Edge (2000)
vn ve
MS ©
Premiere: 11 March 2001. Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of
Modern Art, Dublin. Gillian Williams (vn), Arun Rao (vc).
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Monsieur Marceau (1999)
mar, hpd, gui
MS ’
Commissioned by Donne in Musica International Festival, Italy.
Premiere: 12 September 1999. Donne in Musica International
Festival, Fiuggi, Italy. Emanuela Marcante (hpd), Maria Vittoria
Jedlowski (gui).

The Waterford Suite (1997)
Four duos for violin, piano; viola, piano; cello, piano; and two
pianos
MS 34
Commissioned by the Young European Strings with funds
provided by the Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaion.
Premiere: 23 August 1997. Young European Strings
Masterclasses, Good Shepherd Chapel, Waterford.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Further information on this and other composers is available on the CMC web site at www.cmc.ie

The Contemporary Music Centre, 19 Fishamble Street, Dublin 8, Ireland. Tel: +353-1-673 1922 Fax: +353-1-648 9100 E-mail: info@cmc.ie



SOLO INSTRUMENTAL

Prelude for Organ (2010)
or

8
MS 3
Premiere: 14 August 2011. St. Michael’s Church, Dun
Laoghaire, Ireland. Gerard Gillan (org).

Eight Improvisations for solo wind instrument (2006)
treble instr. ad lib.
MS 7
Premiere: 3 August 2006. Wikato University, Hamilton, New
Zealand. William Dowdall (fl).

F0u¥l Pieces for Solo Flute (2006)

MS 8
Premiere: 27 April 2006. The State Conservatoire, Istanbul,
Turkey. William Dowdall (fl).

Treat% Softly (2005)

Contemporary Music Centre Editions 5’

Commissioned by AXA Dublin International Piano Competition
2005 with funds provided by the Arts Council / An Chomhairle
Ealaion. Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Drift - Knot (2002)
gui
MS 5
Premiere: 10 May 2003. Theatre am Gleis, Winterthur,
Switzerland. Christoph Jaggin (gui).

Béal ?earg 2001)

p

MS 5

Commissioned by Anthony Byrne.

Premiere: 21 November 2001. Bank of Ireland Arts Centre,
Dublin. Anthony Byrne (pf).

In Umbra (2000)
ve
MS 4
Premiere: 11 March 2001. Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of
Modern Art, Dublin. Arun Rao (vc).
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

For fllde (1999)
MS ©

Glem;n Dd Loch (1995 rev. 1996)

p

MS &

Premiere: 15 March 1996. John Field Room, National Concert
Hall, Dublin. Anthony Byrne (pf).

Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

VOCAL AND CHORAL

Street Dancer (2010)
satb
Text: Gabriel Rosenstock
MS 15
Premiere: 24 October 2010. Weber Hall, UMD, Duluth, USA.
Elias Mokole (narrator), Nick Nyderek, (Ef), Dr. Eugene
Koshinski, Ethan Skelton (perc), UMD Chamber Singers,
University Singers & Concert Chorale, conductor, Dr. Tina
Thielen-Gaffey.

Veni Creator (2010)
ssaattbb
Premiere: 22 July 2010. Australia House London, Sydney.
Philharmonia Chorus, director Brett Weymark.

Do not stand by my grave and weep (2006)
satb [with soli]
Norsk Musikvorlag 3’

Jubilate Domino (2000)
Psalm 100
ssa [div.] or.
Text: Sacre
Santa Barbara Music Publishing 4’
Commissioned by Alexandra College, Dublin.
Premiere: 5 April 2000. National Concert Hall, Dublin.
Alexandra College Choir, Ben Murray (org), conductor Miriam
Kenny.

Sympathy (2000)
ymll\’/[edi%;m voice, fl perc hp [Irish]

Text: Emily Bronté
MS 7
Commissioned by Begegnungen 2000 Festival of Contemporary
Music, Austria.
Premiere: 23 November 2000. Begegnungen 2000 Festival of
Contemporary Music, Austria. Tyrolean Ensemble fiir Musik,
conductor Gunther Zechberger.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Thugamar Féin an Samhradh Linn (2000)
ssa
MS 4
Commissioned by Senior Choir of the Loreto Secondary
School, Fermoy with funds provided by the Arts Council / An
Chombhairle Ealaion.
Premiere: 3 May 2002. Cork International Choral Festival,
City Hall, Cork. Senior Choir of the Loreto Secondary School,
Fermoy, conductor Marjorie Moran.

Missa (1999)
ssa, 1120 2210 timp perc pf str/ ssa, pf
MS 23
Commissioned by Dublin Secondary Schoolgirls’ Choir with
funds provided by the Arts Council / An Chombhairle Ealaion.
Premiere: 25 January 2000. National Concert Hall, Dublin .
Dublin Secondary Schoolgirls’ Choir and orchestra, conductor
Sean Creamer.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

There are also musicians (1998)

ssa

Text: Michael Coady

MS 3
Commissioned by Choir of Loreto Secondary School, Balbriggan
to celebrate the opening of the school’s new wing.
Premiere: 12 November 1998. Loreto Secondary School,
Balbriggan. Choir of Loreto Secondary School, Balbriggan,
conductor Mary McFadden.

Five Songs (1998)
S-solo, pf
Text: Anon, trans. Flann O’Brien; Yeats; Hopkins; MacNeice.
MS 12
Premiere: 15 November 1998. Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of
Modern Art, Dublin [2 movts].]u%lith Mok (S-solo), Dearb?lla
Collins (pf).
Recording: Contemporary Music from Ireland, Volume Three.
Contemporary Music Centre 2001. CMC CDO03.

Rorate Caeli (1994)
satb [div.]
MS 5
Commissioned by Cork International Choral Festival for the
31st Seminar on Contemporary Choral Music .
Premiere: 30 April 1994. City Hall, Cork. RTE Chamber Choir,
conductor Colin Mawby.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

A Son%for St Cecilia’s Day 1687 (1991)
sat
Text: John Dryden
MS 5

Commissioned by Mary O’Flynn on behalf of the Avondale
Singers with funds provided gy the Arts Council / An
Chombhairle Ealaion.

Premiere: 12 December 1991. Harty Room, Queen’s University
Belfast. The Queen’s Chamber Choir, conductor Sylvia
Crawford.

Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

ELECTRO-ACOUSTIC AND MIXED MEDIA

Pied Piper (1994)
fl, tape, live electronics [reverb, delay, echo+pitch change]
MS ’
Premiere: 7 May 1996. Harty Room, Queen’s Unviersity, Belfast.
Eleanor Dawson (fl), Michael Alcorn (electronics).
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.

Relic (2011)
non-narrative film with music, visuals Marie Hanlon
Funded by a Music Project Award from The Arts Council/An
Chombhairle Ealaion.
Premiere: Between the Lines 8th Burren Annual, 26 August-24
September 2011, curator by Josephine Kelliher.

City with No Name (1992)
tape 5
Premiere: 19 May 1992. Sonorities Festival, Harty Room,
Queen’s University Belfast.
Recording: CMC Sound Archive.
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